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Social Organization: The Maya Kinship System

Erin Estrada-Lugo (2005)
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Applicable norms; they are in force => Customary law
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Social organization and community-based conservation
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What happens with milpa vs rainforest conservation?

Deforestation rates are 
relatively small, 
comparable to those 
found in some Natural 
Protected Areas (e.g., 
Calakmul) 



Concluding remarks

Maya macehual ejidos have a territorial configuration which 
results from the patrilineal kinship system related to social 
and religious institutions and the Maya customary law

The social organization of the Maya ejido “Xhazil Sur y 
Anexos”  corresponds to productive systems which are 
worked through community groups

Our study regards current social institutions of ejidos and 
Maya customary law as appropriate mechanisms to back 
up successful community-based conservation initiatives
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