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Introduction

* The concept of a wellbeing approach contributes to better assess
poverty and the factors that affect fishers’” wellbeing at the mangrove
community of Vila dos Pescadores.

* The analysis of fishers” wellbeing is important at the policy level to
allow interventions such as selective urbanization and involvement of
fishers in conservation initiatives at the Vila dos Pescadores
community.



3-Dimensional Wellbeing Framework

* McGregor (2008) states "wellbeing is a state of being with others, where human
needs are met, where one can act meaningfully to pursue one's goals, and where
one enjoys a satisfactory quality of life" (p. 1).

e Material, subjective and relational dimensions
* Wellbeing is a “multi-dimensional approach to

understanding and measuring social progress and =
development” (Britton and Coulthard, 2013, p. 28).  wwcrsssian




Fishers’ Wellbeing

* Weeratunge et al. (2013) state: The wellbeing lens is a broad concept
that includes fishers’ material and non-material needs such as fair
and safe working conditions (p. 256).

* The wellbeing of fishers is relevant by the reason that fishing is not
only a profession; fishing is part of the identity and culture of fishers
and the community.

 Fishers’ relational wellbeing, through community cohesion, enables
fishers to mobilize themselves against environmental shocks.



Wellbeing — A Discussion

* Gough and McGregor (2010) note issues with cultural bias and preferences in
research on social wellbeing in developing countries (p. 31).

* McCubbin et al. (2013) emphasize that one of the reasons ‘wellbeing’ has not

been widely applied in policy is that wellbeing “means many things to many
people” (p. 457).

* Another critique of wellbeing is that it is often described as the expression of
individuals in how they achieve their reliance on Western values.



Case Study: Community of Vilados
Pescadores, Brazil

* Vila dos Pescadores is a mangrove-based slum neighborhood of Cubatao,

which developed as a small community of fishers and crab gatherers in the
1960s.

* Alarge number of fishers and community members in the city of Cubatao are
migrants from the semi-arid regions of Northeast Brazil who migrated to the
city since the 1960s in search of better living conditions.
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Research Methodology

Case study research with qualitative approaches.

Research techniques included participant observation, informal conversations,
video interviews and voice recorded semi-structured interviews.

The fieldwork involved two trips to Brazil: July 14 to September 2, 2014, and April
16 to May 5, 2015.

| argue that a pre-existing state of relational wellbeing enables fishers to deal
with environmental shocks.



Environmental Disaster in the Santos Estuary: The Fire of April
2015

* A fire at the Ultracargo fuel distribution company lasted from April 2 to 10, 2015
(O Globo, April 9, 2015).

* The release of liquid and gaseous effluents caused the death of thousands of fish,
damaging fishing in the region (Reis, 2015).

* Fishers have expressed concerns with previous environmental disasters, which
happened in the Cubatao estuarine area involving oil leaks (Fagundes, 2012, p.
26).

e Urban pollution and some of the industries of the Cubatao industrial hub are
destroying the mangroves



Paulo Whitaker/Reuters 10/Apr/.



Fish Mortality

_e < < X
© William R. Schepis/Instituto EcoF&xinu’



Social Organization of Fishers Following the Disaster

* The Ultracargo disaster had the positive result of providing an incentive to boost
fishers” material wellbeing by ‘pushing’ fishers to legalize their status as fishers,
by registering at the Ministry of Fishing and Aquaculture (MPA).

* Upon the Ultracargo disaster, the pressure from the Community Association of
Vila dos Pescadores, the Fisheries Institute, fishers, NGOs, local governments and
other fishers’ associations in the region led to the conditional reopening of the
land crab harvest.
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Wellbeing and Conservation initiatives

* Pre-existingrelational wellbeing is an
essential element in fighting
environmental disasters in the community. Agaga
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* Community cohesion led to meetings and
actions to revive conservation projects in
the past.

e Women demonstrated the need to
promote their crafts to supplement their
family income from fishing, with the
sustainable use of recycled materials from
the community.




Conclusions

* Fishers and other community members are susceptible to environmental
disasters and subject to ongoing pollution.

* Fishers and community members utilized their social capital in order to
gain communal strength.

e Although the community of Vila dos Pescadores has relational wellbeing in
terms of community cohesion when exposed to environmental shocks and
disasters, it is somewhat unfair to expect from slum-dwellers that they
should be completely self-reliant.

* Important to have a community-based approach to wellbeing policies in
order to improve the lives of fishers and community members.
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Relevance of Research

* Housing-focused policies should take into consideration how slum-
dwellers perceive their communities.

* It is relevant to apply the wellbeing concept by collecting data on the
perceptions of slum-dwellers about their wellbeing around the world.

* It is relevant to have further research connecting community
wellbeing with environmental racism and vulnerability in slum areas
in Brazil and around the world.
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Recommendations

* Combating environmental contamination from industrial pollutants in
the Santos Estuary could benefit from more research on the use of
phytoremediation.

 Fisheries co-management could be an option to improve the
wellbeing of fishers and community members.

* A wellbeing approach in policymaking requires a holistic approach,
including racism and inequality.

* The state's role is to conceive structures to strengthen the
partnerships between NGOs, Academia and private partners in
projects that aim to improve the wellbeing of slum-dwellers.



Bibliography

Britton, E., & Coulthard, S. (2013). Assessing the social wellbeing of Northern Ireland's fishing society using a three-dimensional approach.
Marine Policy, 37, 28-36.

Charles, A., Allison, E., Chuenpagdee, R. & Mbatha, P. (2012). Well-Being and Fishery Governance. International Institute of Fisheries Economics
and trade, Pg. 1-6. Retrieved from http://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/10195046.pdf

Fagundes, L., Souza, M. R., Tomas, A. R. G., Bastos, G. C. & Tutui, S. L. (2012). Aspectos produtivos da pesca extrativa na Vila dos Pescadores,

Cubatao, Estado de Sao Paulo. [Productive aspects of extractive fishing at Vila dos Pescadores, Cubatao, State of Sdo Paulo]. Informacées

Econémicas, 42(6): 23-32. Retrieved from

http://www.academia.edu/8750319/ PRODUCTION_ASPECTS OF THE EXTRACTIVE FISHERIES IN VILA DOS PESCADORES CUBAT%C3%830
S$%C3%830 PAULO STATE BRAZIL

Gough, |., McGregor, J. A. & Camfield, L. (2010). Theorizing wellbeing in international development. In|. Gough, J. A. and McGegor (Eds),
Wellbeing in Developing Countries. From Theory to Research. Cambridge University Press. Print.

Herculano, S. & Pacheco, T. (2008). Building environmental justice in Brazil: A preliminary discussion of environmental racism. International
Clinical Sociology, pp. 244-265. Retrieved from
http://www.professores.uff.br/seleneherculano/images/Building_environmental HERCULANO_AND_PACHECO_Final_version_25jan2011.pdf

Mbatha, P., Rohe, J. & Coulthard, S. (2012). Wellbeing in small-scale fishing communities in South africa. In: Charles, Anthony; Allison, Edward
H.; Chuenpagdee, Ratana and Philile Mbatha. Development for Wellbeing and Sustainability, Well-Being and Fishery Governance. International
Institute of Fisheries Economics and Trade, Pp. 1-6. Retrieved from http:?/core.ac.uk/download/pdf/l 195046.pdf

McGregor, A. (2008). Well-being, poverty and conflict. Briefing Paper 1/08, ESRC. Research Group on Well-being in developing countries,
University of Bath, Bath, UK.

McGregor, A. & Sumner, A. (2010). Beyond business as usual: What might 3-D wellbeing contribute to MDG Momentum? /DS Bulletin, 41(1),
104-112.Blackwell Publishing Ltd. Retrieved from http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1759-5436.2010.00111.x/pdf

McCubbin, L. D., McCubbin, H. I., Zhang, W., Kehl, L. & Strom, I. (2013). Relational well-being: An indigenous perspective and measure. Family
Relations, 62, 354-365. doi: 10.1111/fare.12007

Weeratunge, N., Bene, C., Siriwardane, R., Charles, A., Johnson, D., Allison, E. H., Nayak, P. & Badjeck, M. (2014). Small-scale fisheries through

the wellbeing lens. Fish and Fisheries, 15: 255-279. Retrieved from

fzﬁ’gm:/l/\/g/mé\g/.z_ef.de(/jmoduIe/register/media/4259 Weeratunge%20et%20al.%202013_SSF%20through%20the%20wellbeing%20lens_%20F&F%
early%20view.p

Paz-Alberto, A. M. & Sigua, G. C. (2013). Phytoremediation: A green technology to remove environmental pollutants. American Journal of
Climate Change, 2, 71-86. Retrieved from http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/ajcc.2013.21008



http://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/10195046.pdf
http://www.academia.edu/8750319/_PRODUCTION_ASPECTS_OF_THE_EXTRACTIVE_FISHERIES_IN_VILA_DOS_PESCADORES_CUBAT%C3%83O_S%C3%83O_PAULO_STATE_BRAZIL
http://www.professores.uff.br/seleneherculano/images/Building_environmental_HERCULANO_AND_PACHECO_Final_version_25jan2011.pdf
http://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/10195046.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1759-5436.2010.00111.x/pdf
http://www.zef.de/module/register/media/4259_Weeratunge et al. 2013_SSF through the wellbeing lens_ F&F early view.pd
http://www.zef.de/module/register/media/4259_Weeratunge et al. 2013_SSF through the wellbeing lens_ F&F early view.pd
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/ajcc.2013.21008

Ay
v, 4

Thank You!

Community Conservation
Research Network

B9 SAINT MARY'S
UNIVERSITY dimer s

: Robin Rigby Trust

in Canada and Abroad
e I

-



Thank You!




