Lumbini: the Sacred Birthplace of the Buddha
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“By King Piyadasi, the beloved of the gods
(who) having been consecrated twenty
years (having) come himself personally

(here) to offer homage, or celebrate,
because Shakyamuni Buddha was born
here, was caused both a Silavigadabhica
to be built and a stone pillar to be set up.

(And), because the Lord was born here,
the Lumbini village was made free from
taxes and liable to pay (only) one-eighth
part (of the produce).”
JBF 2001




The Physical Development of Lumbini
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*The initiation of U Thant a 15 nations ‘ The International
Committee for the Development of Lumbini’ was
“formed in New York in 1970.

This committee awarded consultancy to design a Master Plan for Development of Lumbini
Lumbini to the world-famous architect Prof. Kenzo Tange from ‘
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The Master Plan of Lumbini
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LambinrinternationaliResearchiinstitute Eumbini
(donatediby thelReyukaiJapan)
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Visitors

Trend in number of visitors (excluding Nepali and Indian nationals)
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Source of the figures in the graph and chart: Lumbini Development Trust

10 Year Greater
Lumbini Area
Tourism Plan:

to achieve 2.93
million arrivals and
boosting tourism
receipts four-fold to
$133.67 million by
2025.

http://kathmandupost.ekantipur.com/new
s/2015-07-14/govt-okays-10-year-greater-
lumbini-tourism-strategy.html
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Tourism: Threat or Opportunity?

Rail-link agreements with
China and India

Buddhist Population
in China: 244 Million

Buddhist Population
in India: 10 Million
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Important questions to be asked:

- What message and teachings do we present to the
pilgrims who come seeking peace and solace in the
teachings of the Buddha?

- What perception do the pilgrims have of Lumbini and
what do they want to see in Lumbini?

- How do we manage the pollution impact of the
growing tourism?

- How to develop Lumbini as a Global Centre for Peace
and Dialogue?

- Lumbini as a “Pancha Sila Zone”



Challenges

LUMBINI-CLOU

The details of the Site i The devel-

Plan for LUMBINI opment is
CLOUD fit within the planned to
provide for
the Lumbini Garde visitors to
completed by U Thant Lumbini
and Kenzo Tange in pilgrims and
1976. tourists —
and will also
This Master Plan posi- support such
tions the three principle contempo-

destinations into dis-
tricts, Arranged from the

rary activities
as residences

south to the north, these for monks,

districts include: research,

* SACRED GARDEN international
on the south with the f meetings,

large reflecting pool and teach-
surrounding the grass ings.
grid meadows.

¢ CULTURAL CENTRE The United
/ MONASTIC ZONE Nations De-
where the enclave of velopment
places for scholar- Programme
ship, worship, study, contributed

education, exploca- nearly one
tion, and teaching million dol-
are organized into a lars for
campus. In addition, ' =2 X prepara-
places for study, in- y i f
temational meetings,
and understanding
shall be provided
here,

New LUMBINIVIL=

LAGE on the north- including
ern third which numerous
accommodates the [ engineering
daily lives of those The CENTRAL AXIS / and archaeo-
who live, work, serve, and maintain | tended into Lumbini Cloud as ks » I logical studies.

he plan, which
was completed
in 1978, has as its

the entire development. This is also | are the east / west axes. They
intended to be the primary tourist, | represent the 4 Noble Truths.
visitor, and guest hospitality centre. | Eight arcing geometric

LUMBINI CLOUD, designed by paths cut through fields objective to restore
CivicArts / Eric R Kuhne & Associates, | of Rice Paddies and align an area of about 7.7
is positioned as part of the northern with the 8 Galleries

district in the Lumbini Village. This that provide for educa- [

suggested location is designed to tion, experience, un- " ‘centering on the garden
accommodate the hundreds of thou- | derstanding, teaching, and . g and the Ashoka Pillar,

sands of visitors and guests each year | «holarship developed by VTP Glob-
who would come to visit this pilgrim- | 31 & Centre Media. .

age destination. Eric Kuhne notes:
“... tumbini Cloud shall expand the According to Kenzo Tange: “...the
global reach of Buddhism and provide | overall intent is to reinforce the sym-
a spiritual architectural symbol of the | bolic entity of the Lumbini Garden in
faith and a centre for hospitality and its simplicity and clarity...”
scholarship of Buddhism’s tenets.,..” - :

64,5 km2 to be developed
in its support.

(From the LUMBINI DEVELOPMENT
TRUST: “Restoring the Lumbini Car-
den”, http:/fwww.lumbinitrust.org/
articles/view/95)
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Lumbini, Nepal

13 September 2012

Mr Xiao Wunan (APECF) and Brian Pettifer (VTP Global) holding signed MOUs at VTP's London office

VTP Global's Special Projects team have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Asia Pacific
Exchange & Cooperation Foundation (APECF) as lead development managers for the proposed international

pligrimage and tourism development at Lumbini, Nepal - the birthplace of the Lord Buddha - the centrepiece of
which will be the Eric Kuhne designed 'Lumbini Cloud' tower which will be operated by VTP Global.






Lack of Environmental Management plan for the Pilgrim Centre
*  Rapid Urbanization

* Un-regulated development

* Perception and lac of awareness among the common citizens

Environmental Challenges:

Major polluting sources: 57
e Brick factories: 30
* Cement & Clinker: 12

Factories ( producing more than
33,000 metric tones)

e Steel Plant: 2

* Noodle:1
* Paper:l
* Flour:1

* Plywood, cooking oil etc:
10
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How best to honor the legacy of the Buddha?
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Buddhism as a Living Philosophy: Harmony between nature and human
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Applied Compassionate Conservation

“Twenty- six years after my coronation
various animals were declared to be
protected — parrots, ruddy geese, wild
ducks, bats, queen ants, terrapins,
boneless fish, fish, tortoises, porcupines,
squirrels, deer, bulls, wild asses, wild
pigeons, domestic pigeons and all four-
footed creatures....”

Along roads | have had wells dug and
trees planted for the benefit of humans
and animals.

-King Asoka (290 BCE)
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Lumbini Conservation Project
An integrated approach for Nature Conservation

e Phase 1:

Crane Sanctuary
“Protecting Buddha's cranes and
Lumbini Nature Centre”

* Phase 2:
Restoring the Sacred Garden

of Lumbini
“Trees related with the Life of the
Buddha”

 Phase 3;
Environmental Management
Plan for Lumbini area
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Phase 1

Protecting Buddha's cranes and

Lumbini Nature Centre

Focus: Crane Sanctuary as Nature Centre

* Visitor/Learning Centre

* Nature Trials/Boardwalks

* Interpretive Signs and Information boards

e Trainingof Staffs and Guides

e Community Garden, Fruit & Medicinal
Trees

* Objectives:

-Develop Crane Sanctuary and its wetlands
-Engage the visitors in Conservation Education
-Generate Income through visitor fees and craft sales
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Interdisciplinary Archaeological Methodologies
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Reconstructing the Asokan Temple — Presence of Tile
and plaster
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University

United Nations -
Educational, Scientific and *
Cultur al Organization
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and Pradtice in Cultural Heritage,
* Durham University, United Kingdom




Reconstructing the Pre-Asokan Brick Temple
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University

United Nations . UNESCO Chair on Archaeological Ethics
Educational, Scientific and *  and Practice in Cultural Hertage,
Cultural Organzation * Durham University, United Kingdom




Reconstructing the Pre-Asokan Timber Structure
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h-S I ARCHAEOLOG

The earliest Buddhist shrine: excavating
the birthplace of the Buddha, Lumbini 10

R.AE. Coningham', K.P. Ac_haryal, K.M. _Strick]a_nd-‘, C.E. Davis',
M.J. Manuel’, LA. Simpson®, K. Gilliland*, ]. Tremblay', T.C.
Kinnaird® & D.C.W. Sanderson’

Key locations identified with the lives of

- -
Discoveries
important  religious  founders  have often
been extensively remodelled in later periods,

)
emtraining  the destruction  of many of A PharaOh s
the earlier remains. Recemt UNESCO- c
spomsored work ar the major Buddbist Royal oun
centre of Lumbini in Nepal has songht to
overcame these [imitations, providing direct

archaecological evidence of the natwre of an
eurly Buddhist skrine and a secure chrenology

The excavations revealed @ sequence of early Sh l pwreCK
StrREtres pn"m;’ing the major rr\é.wf.h'.l'ﬂg AI I ey

by Asoka during the third cemtury BC
The sequence af durable brick architecture
!uppfwlt.fug non-durable timber uwﬁrﬁcfﬂ
by British prebistorian Stuare Piggott when he was stationed in India over 70 years ago. Lumbini Am eri ca ,s

provides a rare and valuable insight into the structure and character of the earliest Buddbist
shrines.

First War

Keywords: Nepal, Lumbini, first millennium BC, Buddha, Asoka, Mauryan Horizon, shrine,
temple

Beyond the ‘Mauryan Horizon’

Although there is much information regarding the Buddha's teachings, most of the evidence
used to piccc mgc‘thtr the character of c:lr|y Buddhism is textual. Surprjslngly pcrhaps,
it is still uncertain when he lived (Coningham 2001, 2011). Dates proposed for his

mahaparanirvana, or ‘great passing away', at Kusinagara at the ape of 80, vary between 2420 PLUS:

b Deparsment of Archazology, Durham Universizy, Soush Road, Durbam DHI 3LE, UK 'mn Age He'st,

* Pushupaei Area Develapmeny Truse, Kachmandu, Nepal P 1 b ot

*  Corkbmey Callege, Universisy of ehe Highlands and Ilanas, Fiase Roadl, Kirkwall, Orimey KWTS 11X, UK daleo-escargot,

4 Sohoo! of Biological and Ewvirommencal Sciences, Universiey of Serling, Srivling FRD 414, UK .
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A Project to Strengthen the Conservation and
Management of Lumbini, Birthplace of Lord Buddha
Phase IlI: Tilaurakot
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- Urgent acquisition
Vital plot for integrity of heritage

Important plot in Control area

- Gov. owned plot in Core area
- Gov. owned plot in Control area




Understanding the social, economic and religious role of

the site for local communities

== 7 &m
THE “"gr",;" "Dmham

University

United Nations - UNESCO Chai on Archaeological Ethics
Educational, Scientfic and * and Practice in Cultural Hertage,
Cuktural O - Durham University, Unied Kingd:

B Everyday

m At least once a
week

® Once a month

= Once a year

m Unsp

m Never

Number of responses

30

25

20

15

10

53,1%

Worship

26,5%
16, 3%
12,2% 12,2%
Visit Meet friends / Leisure On the way to
relatives work






THE GREATER LUMBINI AREA
RELIGIOUS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES
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