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The Makenzie River Basin
The downstream effect

Site C Dam

• Sedimentation
• Water table effects
• Increased forest fires
• Fish and wildlife habitat loss
• Wetland loss
• Mercury contamination
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• Treaty 8 covers over 840,000 sq. kms
(over half of the Mackenzie River Basin)

• Treaty 8 overlaps parts of BC, Alberta, 
NWT and Saskatchewan

• Treaty 8 was first signed in 1899 and 1910
• Treaty 8 is comprised of 39 First Nations:
• The 39 First Nations of Treaty 8 have 

never met as a Treaty Nation.

Treaty 8 Nations have collective 
strength to govern their waters



Treaty 8 Water Gathering 

Workshop – March 28th

and 29th, Fort St. John BC

Lands Managers, staff, elders and elected leadership from BC, Alberta and NWT Nations, gather 
to discuss the next steps to plan a gathering of Nations



Day One: Share stories, perspectives and priorities, and begin to 

discuss outcomes of a gathering

How Can we work 

together?

What are your 

NatioN’s coNcerNs 

with water 

management?

What changes have 

you seen in your 

local watershed?

The Who, what where 

when and why of a 

gathering of nations?



Day Two: Build technical capacity by sharing water management 

issues and tools 



“We want to be able to drink the water. We want to be able to eat the fish. That 
is what was guaranteed to us when we signed the Treaty”


