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He Whetu Mārama

Informed decision making 

• EPA policy, process and decision 
making is fully and effectively 
informed by Māori perspectives. 

Productive relationships 

• The EPA mantains relationships that 
ensure Māori are productively 
involved in its decision making and 
associated activites. 



Our work at the EPA



Kaupapa Kura Taiao



Nga Kaihautū Tīkanga Taiao
Statutory Māori Advisory Committee



Ngā Parirau o te Mātauranga



Te Herenga – the tie that binds

National network of 80-100 Iwi or 

hapu environmental managers

- Established 2003
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Ngā Kaihautū Tikanga Taiao 
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Ka mua, Ka muri

We look to the past, to inform the 
future



What is Mātauranga?

• There is no one definition

• Mainly rohe specific

• “Pursuit and application of knowledge and understanding 

of Te Taiao, following a systematic methodology based on 

evidence, incorporating culture, values and world views” –

Dr Daniel Hikuroa





E rere kau mai te awa nui nei
Mai i te kāhui maunga ki 
Tangaroa
Ko au te awa
Ko te awa ko au

The river flows
From the mountains to the sea
I am the river
The river is me. 



Kaumātua Hui 

Develop a mātauranga Māori framework that will guide  the project 

proposal/s of “Te Mana Rauhī Taiao

1. What is mātauranga Māori in the concept of “Te Mana Rauhī 

Taiao” EPA ?

2. How can mātauranga inform “Te Mana Rauhī Taiao” decision 

making?

3. How and where is mātauranga in this context stored?

4. Who has the mana to access mātauranga? 

5. Who gives permission for use? 

6. What level of mātauranga can be shared? 



Why?

Guided by He Whetu Marama, but

• No clear framework

• Relevance not widely understood

• Potential to misuse  



We have started work on weaving 
Māori knowledge about our flora, 
fauna, land, waters and sky into our 
processes. We recognise that that 
mātauranga is based on centuries of 
observation, experience and testing, 
but has extra spiritual and cultural 
dimensions. 

Allan Freeth – CEO Environmental Protection Authority 

to Environment Select Committee, Feb 2018



Work programme phases

• Understanding

• Gathering

• Weaving

• Enduring



Weaving mātauranga

1. Indigenous knowledge framework for environmental 

decision makers – through your experience what would 

you want it to cover?

2. What are some positive examples of indigenous 

knowlege that have informed environmental decision 

makers?

3. What level of indigenous knowledge can be shared, 

and how is it used appropriately and respectfully.



Environmental 
Protection Authority 
Te Mana Rauhī Taiao


