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Do you feel comfortable 
with your understanding 
of what safeguards are?

Safeguards in an 
environmental and 

social context? 



SAFE GUARDS?
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OBJECTIVES

• Understand the basics of 
social and environmental 
safeguards; and 

• Share what you have 
received or would hope to 
receive see from any 
environmental and social 
safeguards system. 
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OUTLINE
• Safeguards basics

• CI’s RBA
• From the RBA to safeguards
• What are safeguards?
• Safeguard benefits and risks
• Applying safeguards

• Discussion question and 
breakout groups

• Report back from breakout 
groups



20 de Setiembre, 2016

BENJAMIN DRUMOND

THE RBA & 

SAFEGUARDS



BUILDING UPON A STRONG FOUNDATION OF 

SCIENCE, PARTNERSHIP AND FIELD 

DEMONSTRATIONS, CI EMPOWERS 

SOCIETIES  TO RESPONSIBLY AND 

SUSTAINABLY CARE FOR NATURE, OUR 

GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY, FOR THE WELL-

BEING OF HUMANITY. 
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CI’S RIGHTS-BASED 
APPROACH ENSURES 
HUMAN RIGHTS ARE 
RESPECTED IN ALL 

OF OUR WORK



HOW DOES THE RBA WORK?

Principles Policies Tools and 
Guidelines

Practice

Social and 

Ecological 

Sustainability
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THE PRINCIPLES BEHIND THE RBA

• Respect human rights

• Promote human rights and human well-

being within conservation programs

• Protect the vulnerable

• Encourage good governance

• Work in partnership



HOW DOES THE RBA WORK?

Principles Policies Tools and 
Guidelines

Practice
Social and 
Ecological 

Sustainability



THE RBA POLICIES

ANTI-TRAFFICKING

CHILD PROTECTION



Rights-based Approach 

to Conservation 

FROM THE RBA TO SAFEGUARDS

Principles Policies Tools and 
Guidelines

Practice
Social and 

Ecological 

Sustainability



WHAT ARE SAFEGUARDS?

Enhancing social and 

environmental benefits 

resulting from activities

Avoiding potential risks 

and social and 

environmental harm 

resulting from activities

Measures such as policies, laws, regulations, and procedures 

that ensure that social and environmental risks and opportunities 

are addressed in the design, implementation and evaluation of 

activities



WHAT ARE THE RISKS OF WEAK 

SAFEGUARDS SYSTEMS?

Exclusion of 

stakeholders

Damage to species 

& ecosystems

Reduced soil or 

water quality

Restriction of access 

to resources
Cause conflict



WHAT BENEFITS CAN STRONG 

SAFEGUARDS SYSTEMS OFFER?

Create employment &

livelihoods opportunities 

Maintain traditional 

livelihoods

Recognize customary 

rights

Protect soils and 

watersheds

Promote productivity &

sustainability

Conserve habitats & 

species 



HOW ARE SAFEGUARDS APPLIED?

• Identify potential harms and 
benefits – direct and indirect

• Identify potential good practices 
to protect against harm and 
promote benefits

Analysis & 
Studies

• Establish policies / institutional 
procedures to protect against 
adverse effects 

• Establish policies / procedures to 
promote good practices that 
facilitate positive impacts and 
sustainability

Policies & 
Measures



HOW ARE SAFEGUARDS APPLIED?
Safeguards policies and procedures may be applied and enforced at different levels 

International

eg. World Bank safeguards policies

National 

eg. national policies, laws and regulations

Corporate 

eg. company policies and procedures

Community

eg. local and traditional laws and norms



TYING SAFEGUARDS BACK 

TO TODAY
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DISCUSSION 

QUESTION

What human rights and/or 
human well-being benefits: 

• have you received from 
conservation?

• would you expect or hope 
conservation would provide?



THANK YOU!

Please send any notes to acruz@conservation.org


