
The True Value of Nature 

Valuing conventional economic AND non-economic factors for 

more sustainable and successful wildlife conservation 

interventions 





● Limits to primarily financial incentives

● Non economic/wellbeing factors are also critical

● Holsitic wellbeing tool for structured community engagement

● Benefits to wildlife and communities

Key Points



Gross National Happiness Domains



Case Studies: Tanzania, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, Malawi

Case Studies



Chikolongo Livelihoods Project



Community and Landscape

Chikolongo Livelihoods Project





Human and Wildlife Issues

Chikolongo Livelihoods Project





Solutions

Chikolongo Livelihoods Project





Community Involvement

Chikolongo Livelihoods Project





Human Wellbeing Indicators

Chikolongo Livelihoods Project



Ecological Diversity and Resilience



Standard of Living

& Health



Time Use

Community Vitality Time Use





LAGUNA SAN IGNACIO 
CONSERVATION ALLIANCE

Laguna San Ignacio, Baja California Sur, Mexico. 



Community and Landscape

Laguna San Ignacio Conservation Alliance 





Human and Wildlife issues

Laguna San Ignacio Conservation Alliance 





Solutions

Laguna San Ignacio Conservation Alliance 



Social ByProducts

• Legal assistance/certainty on land ownership

• Technical assistance for sustainable projects

• Capacity Building & Environmenal Education

• Alternative productive activities

• Health assistance

•Better governance

•Better public services

Community Seed Fund

25,000 USD/Yr

(250,000 USD – 10 Yrs)

Conservation Easement

57,000 Has

Federal Lands Concession for 

Conservation

84,000 Has



Community Involvement

Laguna San Ignacio Conservation Alliance 





Human Wellbeing Indicators

Laguna San Ignacio Conservation Alliance 





Sustainable and Effective

Laguna San Ignacio Conservation Alliance 





Laguna San Ignacio Conservation Alliance

THANK YOU !!

Learn more:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THHRIrCc8iQ

Support:  https://donate.icfdn.org/npo/baja-stewardship-fund



Great Plains Conservation Foundation –
Conservation Education

Okavango Delta, Botswana



Community and Landscape

Botswana – Conservation Education

















Human and Wildlife Issues

Botswana – Conservation Education

















Solutions

Botswana – Conservation Education

















Community Involvement

Botswana – Conservation Education







Human Wellbeing Indicators

Botswana – Conservation Education







Sustainable and Effective

Botswana – Conservation Education





Case Studies: Tanzania, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, MalawiSix More Case Studies



GNH Analysis of the Case Studies



Conclusion and Next Steps



● Examples of successful systematic community engagement 

practices? 

● Examples of sucessful systematic community wellbeing 

assessments and wildlife/habitat issues?  

Discussion Questions 


